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Oil aiotiou by Mr. WALKKR, the bill (S. HO) "for
tbe relief of the widow ot William iteily, deceased, late
a captain i» 'l»e 4th Maryland regiment nf the levolu-
(ioQ»ry arm)waa read a second t'me, and the Senate,
ait in committee of (tie whole, proceeded to it* conside¬
ration. It propose* to pay to Barbara Heily, the widow
of William Kelly, deceased, the »um oi stu.-um, together
with interest at Hie rate ol six per centum, fioui the
1st day of Novrmber, l '/sl, to the »i day of March.
IWi, the principal sum belli* the amount of the under-
value ol the ceitihcaie in which William Keily, deceased,
was paid hut commutation ol half pay for life.
Mr. WALIvfclK. Since the bill waa introduced the

widow ol this revolutionary soldier haa died i conse¬

quently, it will be ueceaaary to Mrike out of the bill the
word "widow," and instil "heirs," and I now more to
amend it in that manner.
The amendment waa agreed to.
At the request ot Mr BAYARD, the report of the

Commute* 4A. Ullfnl»hnM» Haim* mmA t 4ram
which it appears that William Rvily was entitled to com¬

mutation under the resolution of March 22, 1783, com¬

muting his pay for life to Are years'full j»ay, and that
h« draw a certificate of couimataiion for the sum ol

!H,4M under date ol November I, 1134. The committee
ltd tins application to be precisely similar in its nature

«q4 merits to the claim of the heirs of Beujamin Mooers,
praaeuted at an early period of this Congreei for their
co«M4«ration, reported upon on the 5th of April last,
which report the committee, for brevity, adopt as appli¬
cable to thia caae ; and beiiiK fully satisfied that the de¬
preciation of the commutation certificates was equal to
seveQ'eiahths of their value* reported the bill.
Mr. BAYARD I move to amend the bill hy striking

out tbe words " together with interest from the 1st day
of November, 1784, to the 1st day of Marth, 18j'j " 1
do not proposa now to make any remarks with reterence
to the Allowance of fntereM. I take it for granted (bat
thia bill cannot pass the House at the present session (
therefore, 1 will uot occupy the time of the Senate now
with the objections I have to the allowance Of interest.
1 will limply ask the yeas and nays on my amendment.
The interest is lor a jieriod of sixty or seventy years.
Mr. WAI.&UU 1 wish I had it in my power to re¬

peat H> the Senate the speech which was so ably and im¬

pressively delivered a few days since by the honorable
senator from Maesachuaalle. I.Mr. Uavis ] He had oc¬

casion, in the remarks ha then made, lo refer lo the com¬

pensation of the officers anil soldiers of the revolution;
and be apoke of the debt of gratitude which the country
awed to those who exposed their all in that memorable
contest. If 1 Could make that speech, with the impres-
sivenesa with which it was uttered by him, f should
have some hope that the Senate would look at the

question under consideration in iu proper light. Hut I
cannot do it.
The plain case now before us is this : In order lo keep

up and sustain the army of the revolution the Congiess
of the United States had to pledge the soldiers of that
army, thai in addition to the monthly allowance which
they had, they should receive hall |>ay for life. This
promise of half pay for life became as much a part
of the contract for compensation on the part of the
government as any oiber part of the contract made
by the government of the United States with regard to
the compensation for services in the war It is, there¬
fore, a false view ot this sunject to consider it as a mere

gratuity. It was not so. it was one ot the most solemn
promises which the government of the United Stales, or

rather the government ot the colonies at thai tune, ever

mad« since the first formation of lite government. It was
then apprehended that the revolutionary army would tm
disbanded, not from any fault on the (sin of the soldiers
but, becauM in reality the pittance which was paid them
would not support tha<n And further, the compensation
being ao small, and the money in which they were paid
being so depreciated, from various causes, they Were un¬
able even to acquire credit u|ion the |*per in which they
were paid. They were consequently embarrassed ; and
hundreds and thousands of them, ss hat been so often
remarked in Congress, were ooliged to support them¬
selves, in a greut measure, from their private fortunes,
over and above all that tliey received for iheir services.

Well, sir, the war was closed ; bow gloriously, the world
knows. It ia useless lor any man lo employ language to
extol the detds performed during that period of our coun¬

try's history. The world knows them, and we are en

jojing the benefit secured by the heroism and suffering*
of (hose who took part in that memorable struggle.

But wtiile mefl areltvlng.il seems that they are al-
Ways selfish in tbair treatment of each other. There was

a clamor got up among the States at that time, tbat this
was an odious system, and thai placing so many officers
on the half-pay fiat was unjust; tbat u was contrary to

tba fundamental principles which should control the ac

tioo of this government. That clamor prevailed. Some¬
thing must be done) these men were not then dead; they
had not passed away from the scenes of action, hut were

still among the living, and came in contact with their
fellow-men ; and by this contact jealousies were liable
to be excited, i'ongraaa then resolved, if possible, to de¬
al roy the half-|iay system; and they passed a resolution
by which thev authorized the proposition to be made to
the officers of the army of the revolution that they should
aarreitder their half-pay for life, and take in litu of it a

commutation of full pay lor five year* This proposition
was authorized to be made upon ibe solemn promise of
the existing government that the five years' full pay
should be pawl to thewi.
Now, it ia a strange fact in the history of this govern¬

ment that, in resorting lo this mode of changing the con¬

dition* on which the officers were lo be paid, the officers
themselves were not consulted as to their acceptance ot
the commutation certificates. The army was disbanded
and went home; and the), being thus scattered over the
whole country, could not act in concert, and could do
nothing but accept the commutation. They receive 1 the
certificates pledging w> many dollars in value in cish
Bat when they came to ask for the money ui>on them.
when they cams to get their five yeartf lull pay in com
mutation for half pay for life.they tound they could not

gst from tba treasury one dollar. Of course, tbe vast
amount pledged by these certificates caused thein to de¬
preciate, and soon ibey were aold at about one-eighth of
their nominal value, or far twelve and a half cents on the
dollar. In this way the government redeemed ita solemn
promise which it had made to the revolutionary officer
that he aboold receive half pay for life.that is, they
paid him in certificates of commutation for half psy for
life, purporting to be full pay for five years. Those cer¬

tificates upon which tbev were promised dollar for dol¬
lar tvrned out to be worth only one-eighth of their nomi¬

nal vaiae. ft was thus the government discharged ita
obligation. The obligation this day is no less solemn
than it was at tbat. In point of tact, the time, ami the
injustice done lo the soldiers, do bnt sanctify the promise ;
and now we are called upon to say whe her we will re¬

deem it 1 wish to throw nothing around the subject
that does not properly belong to it. 1 believe it ia due to
Utoaa oficera that we should now redeem that solemn
pledge of the government.

But. air, it ia contended that if we make good the de¬
precation upon tbe commutaiion certificates, we should
do nothing more; that we shonld not allow interest Uf>on
tba nit, which would accrue down to the present,
that'we are now to turn them off coldly, and say, "It is

trM fotfr commutation certificates wer* thus valueless,
kwtf after the lapae wf ao many years, though you have
haaa kept out of it* enjoyment all thia tone, we say you
can only have the princ^l, and must go hence wiihort
Lbe interest " I eannol view thai, ss a business transac¬
tion between man and man, as just 'Such a criterion of
jaatica would not be observed as a tula of action between

individuals; and now when we aia wealthy, with an

overflowing treasury, and these old officers or their de¬
scendant* come forward anil prove their cAse, shall we,
with plenty of means to comply with our promise, turn
them away and say we will not do it' This is a

)ilhm question I think there need he nodiscussion about
tba matter. If senators now are willing to say that they
Wifc not redeem the pr< inise up to ita fullest letter, up to

equity and justice, let them say so.let the country say
ao. For my pari, I (eel I have dona my duty in regard to
it. I have reviewed the history ol tbe whole transac¬
tion: in the caae ot Mooers, lo which raiarenca is made
tn the report on this case 1 have set forth there tbe his¬
tory of the whole transaction. I have bestowed a great
deal of labor upon it. I believe every line and word in

If is true and is borne out by the documents lo which
Senators can reler in the libiary belonging to the Senate.
Tfirte can, then, he bo deception; and I wish now to
liltce the case ti|ioii a plain ground: will the Senate at
iM« day comply with the solemn promisr made at such
an Sarty period in the history of our government' vVill
they comply with a promise so long refused, or not?

Mr. RAlXiKK Mr. President, I cannot see tbe pro

priaty of the umeudment proposed by mgr frieud from Del¬
aware. (Mr Bayard 1 I do notconai ler theqursiion now
b.toie the Senate as belonging to (be general inquirywheihei the "SVernment ought lo pay iutereat. 1 lo <k
upon tin* as being a case winch constitutes an exception
(o any general rula which can be laid down on thatsub*
|ect. Congress, at the close of the war, voted to l|>V(#discharged officers half pay for lift. For re&sons wuicfi
have heen siatwd by the bonocable senator from Wiacon-
am,[Mr. VV ALKfcK,) it waa thought proper to Commute that
half pay into a turn certain, and to pay at once, instead
of paying successive earns in the nature of an annuity.
Ceitincfttee oi commutation pay were accordingly issued,
and then what waa the stale of the caae? The countryowed the full itiiiouiit whiMi those certificates fcallou for.
They owfct} the money, If any nation ever owed a debt,
either iinon principles of jumice or of gratitude. They
said,"VVe will withdraw what we have before granted
you.halt pay for life.and tfeb will five you a mitt! of
money in lieu thereof, and we have issued certificates for
it " Well, these certificates turned out to be o( less value
than appeared on their face We did not theretora pay
them the sum which we offered to them as the commuta¬
tion for the half pay which We i^itbdre*.
Now, this bill proposes to pay to the officer, or to bis

representatives mentioned in it, the difference between
the nominal value and the actual value of the certificate
issued to him, and also to |>ay him interest upon that
difference. Mr. Piesident, it appears to me that it is
a plain CA»e in whinh the government ought to P*y >"*
terbM. 1 pot speak ot ttiu general queauou with re
gati to paying interest. I do not speak of tile govern¬
ment being called upon to pity interest upon indefinite
claims when their amount shall have been ascertained.
Kut here is a specific case of a debt, a certain amount ac¬
knowledged by the government, with a certificate tamed
for it, and the certificate not being of the value which it
purported to be; and now, 1 ask, upon what principle,
what possible phut ipl?) it is reconcilable with integiiiy
in the government that we can decline to pay the interest
upon the difference between the mi in which we originally
owed and the value of that certificate which they have
received I

Sir. independent of all other considerations, this is a

case of tardy payment, by a fcost inadequate remUner-
utidtt, Idf services rendered to this nation, such as were
never surpassed and never equalled by any other body of
military men since the foundation of the world. These
men who served during that long and disastrous war.
who at last brought it to n successful termination.who
oerVtd Under all iheertibarrassments And privations of the
war-w-these tnen have a claim upon tbe country for at
least the small pittance ot remuneration which Congress
voted to them ; and it should he made good to them accord¬
ing to the stipulation named by Congress itself. 1 do hope
that, waiving every other question ahout interest, we

will treat this as a holy obligation, binding rs much npon
the nation as the obligation tb pay the ihiefest upon the
national debt: and that we will not place ourselves in
Ihe altitude of refusing to pay a representative of a revo¬

lutionary soldier or officer what we have contracted to
pay them. For, evidently, if we.do not pay the interest,
we have not paid the commutation half pay. We gave
them certificates which professed to be for the whole,
but which were worthless save for a part; and now how
can we stand l:i the attitude of a debtor vMlit) has honestly
ami faithfully discharged his obligations, if we do not
makeeood the deficiency in tbe prineipal'Riid the interest
upoii it? I liupe the amendment of my friend from Del¬
aware will not inevail.
Mr. HAYARD. 1 do not intend to enter into the ques¬

tion of the particular ctt>e* in which the government
ought to pay interest, or rather the general question of
the obl'gaiiun of the government to pay imere»t; but I
shall confine myself entirely to the view submitted by
the honorable senator from North Carolina [Mr Hadgkr]
in tbiscaee, as 10 its bemn peculiar in its character, and in¬
volving an exception to the general principles upon which
the obligation of the government, with regard to pacing
intermt upon claims, rests. I ain perfectly aware thatj
of course, throwing into the case ttie obligations entailed
upon tbe government oil account o[ the services rendeied
during the revolutionary war is calculated to api>eal
very strongly to the sensibilities of the Senate, and it
probably will determine the vole in favor of the allow¬
ance of interest in this case. No man would admit more
readily than 1 would the exltnt and value of the services
of thore who encaged in that struggle. No man would
go further than 1 would, as an exceptive case, to afford
relief, sustained by what 1 believe to be sound principles.
But I inust take this case as it stands upon the state¬
ments given.tor I am nit familiar with it otherwise.by
Hie senators from Wisconsin and North Carolina who
have spoken in relation it The officers of the army of
the revolution! it appears, were entitled, as a matier of
contract under a law of Congress, to half nay for lite.
That pay was nothing but a pension tor life Subse¬
quent!) a proposition was made by the government to
convert that half pay for life into five years'full pay
Now, there could be no obligation.although the honor¬
able senator frftm Wisconsin states that they were forced
to accept this.there certainly could be no obligation on

the part of the officers to relinquish the half nay for life,
and take the five years' pay in lieu of it. After the rer-
luA-aie was issued the officer was under no obligation
to receive it. lie might have resied upon the former
taw and claimed his annual pension, if had considered
that aa favorable to his interests as the new mode pro-
posed; but the probability was that full pay for five
years, taking the ordinary contingencies of lite, would be
a greater compensation to him than half |>ay for life; and
therefore those who saw fit accepted the substitute, and
among otheia, as I understand, the person in behalf of
whose heirs this bill is to be pn-ced was one of the
number who accepted that eommu ition.
What, then, was the contract of the government I The

contract of the government was, by the acceptance of the
officer, to pay him five years' full pay ; and then, not
beint in a condition to pay the money, they issued a
certificate bearing interest. Sir, if that certificate had
never been paid.I do not understand that it is denied in

ibis case that it Mas |*id with interest U|>on it, according
to the contract of the government.there would be great
force in this argument. But you are now asked, ujwn
the ground that the credit of tne government at that time
was low, and its securities were below par, although
subsequently to that time it has redeemed the certificates
and complied with its contract, both a* to principle and
interest.you are now asked to make this gratuity, and
allow interest upon it, as if it was a matter of contract.

Il «erms to me, Mr. President, that we are not bound
! by any such obligation, and I tear the precedent. Take
this step now, and what will be the consequence with the
vast number of claim agents that exist turoughout the
country, with a regularly organized system now hunting
up all the stale claims when tne lapse, of time has been
so great that the memory of those events, extent of the
service, the question even of payment or non-pa;merit, is
a mailer resting in doubt and uncertainty' We had a

case brought forward by the honorable senator from
Georgia at a former ses«ion, where a false claim was set
up bv so run as being heirs of the revolutionary officers,
which was presented and paid at ihe treasury, and sub-
sequently, at the last session of Congress, we again al-
lowed that claim to the rightful heirs. That shows the
uncertainty of payments of this kind, lounded on remote
events, when the means for ascertaining the true facta
have passed away.

I put this on tbe jround that the contract of the gov-
eminent has been complied with You may say the of¬
ficer parieil with his certificate in consequence of the
gsvernment's want of credit at ihe time, ana that he could
not sell it at his value , but we have paid our certificates
acoording to the contract, and with interest, and we are
now asked not only to make good its diminished value,
but to make it good with interest far sixiy-seven year*,
I think it is carrying the principle of relief too far I
think the next step will be that your continental hill*
will he brought forward wheiever they can be bunted
up, and we shall be told that they were worth not
twelve centa on the dollar, but not more than one cent,

'anil we snnll be told that those who held ;hern at the
time they were issued received them probably for pro¬
visions furnishes! to the troop* Their pstrioiism will be
shown to us, and than, with no counter evidence belore
us, you will have those bills presented at the treawury,
and intercut demanded upon them I dare say there are
plenty of them remaining Nor can I see an> different e
my sell in Ilia obligation of ihe government io pay them,
if you are to pay intermit on these certificates in conse¬

quence ol their reduced value tor your want of credit.
If you are to pay lbe difference ol the value, Willi in-
teres! upon these cartificatea, on no principle thai I can
see could you refuse to pay the continental bills, wnh
interest y|K>u them from the lima they were issued I
cannot sanction the principle of the allowance of inteieoi.
If the facts are true a* regard* the depreciation of tue value
of the certificate*, I may not object to reimburse them a*
a gratuity.

But I will not violate a great general principle, which
I trunk nece**ary to pre-«erve the government from pecu¬
lations io an enormoua extent I do not think me gov¬
ernment should |ray interest, except in cases of contras t

I will not vote lor a bill which involves the payment ut
intereat on a claim which may not have been presented
during the |ieriod of thirty or forty years. Tfiisdoea not,
therefore, in my opinion, rest on the ground of a con-

traci} if it did, I shou d sav we were bouud to p«ty ilic
iulfcieM no mutter wliat was the lap»«i of time but ill

this cane, the contract hat been cttmpllsd wiih 1'lie
commutation certificates have been constantly presented.
v«rv few are remaining.and ibey have alwajo of n

paid with interest 1 cannot, theietore, vote lor this bill,
ffrhich #ilf make the government not only i*ty the com-
rauiation, according to the contract, but will com|>el us

toaive a grutuiiy ; and not only give a gratuity, but will
iaaiu ila to adopt the punuple of payiri* luteiest upon a

gratuity for a period of suly right yeais.
Mr. VVALKKli. I ihiak if the senator from Delaware

will Kive me his ear a moment, I can give him a sound
distinction between the ra-e pending before the Senate
#nd (tie ease which h* pr«iun(As of continental money.
Before doing so, however, let me notice duOther point in
hia argument. He says he cannot consent to the pay
maul of these commutation certificates, for the govern-
met has already once |iaid them with inteiest.
Mr. BAYAKD No. sir; I art) misapprehended there.

1 did not say that 1 would not consent to the payment of
the commutation certificate* ; 1 said that the government
having paid tbu commutation certificates with interest, 1
Could not agree to give a gratuity founded on the fact
that thtif trtlde rvai less than the face of the paper, and
ot> that difference of value to alio* interm ) any moie
than if, ten years ago, when your stock was tffuler j>nr,
you had issued stock and a party had accepted it, and lie
was obliged !'j seil it in consequence of a war, as in 181%
for eighty per cent., or at sixty or seventy-five per cent,
of ita nominal value* tlml subsequently we would redeem
it with interest. I would not agfet to I'lahe up the differ-
<nce ot value and interest
Mr. WALKER. That is the statement. The senator

would not now make up the loss to the revolutionary
¦oldier npon his commutation certificate when the com-
mutation certificate has, in point of fad, been paid by the
government with interest. Now, sir. look at it a mo-
ment. These men fought through the revolution, and,
Hfl c*ery one knows who kuows their history, they were

(unable to live upon the compensation which wan given
to them ; and most of them, as in the case mentioned by
the senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davi*] the other
day, came out of the war ruined in fortune, though they
anticipated that they would, from time to time, get this
bull pay (of life, tftitl upon that might struggle along. But
their hopes in this repaid weie stjfln blacled. They could
not have even the half pay for life paid annuSliy r but
the first thing they knew was, that local agencies through-
out the country were possessed of commutation certifi
cates..-that is, certificates pledging them at the treasury
of the united Slates fire years' full pay, which they felt
themselves compelled to take in lieu Of the half pay for
lite. When they saw that they wet* to be reduced no
grea'ly.for it was not a gratuity but a promise.they
had a right to calculate, when they presented the certifi¬
cate to the treasury, that they would be entitled to the
money; but when they presented them they found that
there was no money there for them ; and since that was
the case with all, the certificates were almost worth¬
less.
Now, look at the op«ratiou of the principle contended

for by the senator from Dt-luware. Jf one of the commu¬
tation certificates, which bore upon its face interest, hap¬
pened to be issued to a man of wealth, all he had to do
was to put it in his pocket, keep it until the present day,
and then Come forward, and they would have to audit
and pay it at the Treasury Department. But when that
same cornmu'ation certificate was issued to the scarred
and war-worn, penniless soldier, who had nothing left of
his waje.'.nothing left ol Inn hall pay, nothing but (bis
worthless Ctiitificate.be hail to sacrifice it lor bis sub¬
sistence l"r the time being, and he lost all. It is now!
contended that bis damages re^ul<in< froin the situation
in which the government placed and left bun, slid! not
be | aid by your country. 1* that pint? You Rive all the
advantage to the wea thy (or the lorty or fifty jears du-
ring which he would have wild the ceitincate at a loss.
Hut to the poor man, who was obliged to use his certifi-
cale to sustain his existence, we turn coldly and nay that
he can receite ndthlng. That, sir, does Hot stnke the
heart that Ik in my bosom as being either just or legal.
I cannot refuse to these men a compliance with our
promise in its lull letter and spirit up lo the last line that
can be marked out as the boundary of justice.

But now to advert to the case of tbe continental
money 1/ the senator bail looked particularly into it. be
would have found this vast distinction between that
money and the commutation certificates: Those certifi¬
cates were issued and paid to those men.in what way f
If the certific tie was lor $1,000, he bad to take it (or
91,000; but let me apptal to tbe older members of the
Sense, and those who have examined the subject, to bear
testimony to what 1 say in regard to tbe continental
money rVomtitfle to nine orders were maile at what
rate ihe continental money should be paid oilt; and do
not senators remember that the orJer was finally mado
that it should be paid at the rale of one hundred lor one,
and that a vast majority went into circulation at the rale
ol forty (or one f What justice would thereby in mi¬

king up at this day the full value ot that money with in-
teiest t Those who took them up speculated upon tbe
country, and took them up with the promise of one hun¬
dred, or forty, or (Ifly, or seventy, or eighty for one

They were speculators on the country, but the soldier
had to receive Ins commutation certificate at par. He
could not get one hundred in the value of the certificates
for one dollar due him by >he commutation. Not at all.
lie had to lake it dollar tor dollar; and when be took
bis certificate, and rested upon his couutry to pay him in

cash, he found that it would not do it, and hi» certificate
depreciated on his hind. This, then, being the discrim-
ination between the two cases, 1 beg that the senator
Irom Delaware will not insist upou the parallel. I hope
the true distinction between the caw ol a revolutionary
soldier receiving his commutation certificates, anJ those
receiving continental money at the rale of one hundred
dollars to one, may be taken, and that the Senate will
act in view ol that distinction.
Mr. BAYARD. 1 do not see tbe difference between

the case of the continental money and the commutation
certificates, as stated by the honorable senator Irom Wis¬
consin It may have been lhat the continental notes
were issued at different values at different times, but at
length they became utterly worthless; and it would,
therefore, be simply a question to remunerate to the ex¬
tent of the difference tietween their value when issued
and that to which they tiltima'ely came, which was noth¬
ing. Therefore, you ought to repay the principle with the
interest in that case, if you pass this bill. 1 do not here
object to your making a gratuity to the revolutionary
soldiers, in lieu of the depreciation of the commutation
certificates, but I object to your allowing uilerest upon
that gratuity, and I shall adhere to that objection. It
seems to me that it is a dangerous principle, as I stated
before. There is a great deal said about the war-worn
and scarred soldiers, and all that, but 1 rather think out-
siila the Senate it Is pretty well known that about one-
half of tbe sums which are received through private bills
go into the hands of claim agents, and tliey are the au-
thors of two-thirds of the claims which coma before u«
Mr SKWARD. 1 have listened with interest to this

debate, and 1 think it involves very important principles
hi regard to the conduct of tbe government. I con ess
that the argument of tbe learned and honorable senator
from Delaware is very satisfactory and conclusive to
my mind A government is, after all that may be sanl, a
person subiect to the ci'cinnsiances, sud hound by the
same moral and social obligations, which affect and bind
individuals. There is a moral obligation upon every in¬
dividual to pay his debts.lhat is, to pay what he has
contracied to pay; and there is no obligation upon Hny
one lo pay more 1 do not know any distinction between
government-and individuals in this respect. Tb«y art
alike subject to acciilents and disasters, the result ol cir-
cumxtaiices which are providential ; and when the gov¬
ernment pays all that it promises to pay, pay* the full
value of principle and interesl, like an individual, it is
discharged from all its obligations Now, in this case,
the government issued to the officer named in this bill an
obligation to pay a certain sum bearing interest. That
obligation, instead of presenting himself, he assigned lo
others, and the assignees have presented it at the treas¬
ury, ami it has been paxl.jirincii-al and interest, in Iull
What more is required ' The bill proceeds on tbe prin¬
ciple that the government is not only bound to pay its
debts, but that it is, also hound to guaranty that its ciedit
shall always be uniformly sound. That is what no in¬
dividual can do, and what iio government ever did. It
rannot guaranty that in credit shall always be so strong,
so efficient, so sale, id the changes wiucii are incident to
nations, aa that those who hold the securities shall
never have any difficulty in realising at any tune, by as

signment or transfer, the full equivalent ol government
obligations.
feBilt there is another consideration to be alluded to here
and that is, there is a reasonable limit to the period in
which a prudent anil wise government can pay interest,
even on nok now edged debts. It strikes me as a ver>
(nghtlal precedent, to bring up a case looking bsck
sixty-one >ears, with a pioj>osilion lo pay interest upon
m. ft either should be presented at an eaili«*t period,
or there should he. wi'h governments aa well as with in
dividoals, Mima period ot nine to guard against frauds by
a statute ol limitations fins may Mem be a harsh
principle, hut is one ibat is every day pre tiaed on, and
its necessity in recognised The .~>eiia'C lift ->sed more
than one.certainly twice since I have been L .a bill

fai tit* payment of sulfeisra by (tin trench spoliations
It in w«h understood that the principle of that d«bt
amounted to bi-tween ten and ftltiwn million# of dollar*,
itnti yet thorn; of us who hive beiiev«d it iunt and wire
to (My ttie debt, and recognise the leaaunaliieness and
propriety at <myitm it, have not iosiated on lhat amount,
but have been content to appropriate live mil I ion a of dol¬
lars 80 far Irorn proposing to pay interest loriy or fifty
year*, wuh the whole principal, we propoaa to pay only
a third or half of the principal. And this principle has
been settled and acknowledged from the time when (he
(|u«Mioii first rpae seriously of reimbursing the butferers
by French spoliation* at all.
Again : it we adopt the principle contained in this bill,

we ought to be equal and just; bui 1 conlesi that 1 see no
good Kioundt for paying interest sixty or ?evenly years
(Jn this individual claim, and paying neither inteiest nor

principle on others lust like it If we agree to pay in¬
terest here, a general bill should be fiaiued which should
provide for the payment of the principal in all such
' Mrs, and establish uniformly the time for which interest
will be allowed. It is with legret that 1 le 1 compelled
10 oppose this bill I am willing to vote liberally lor
itie payment of all claims against the treasury when they
are properly established ; but 1 find myself obliged to vote
against ihe passage of this bill iu its present shape. 1
subscribe, however, to the views presented by the sena¬
tor from Delaware, and I am willing, in view of heroic
inerils aud heroic sacrifices, we should indemnify the of¬
ficers of die revolution for their lossss. 1 desire tore-
turn my thanks to the honorable senator from Delaware
for the routiner in which he lias presented this subject to
110, so ay to enable tne to give my vote intelligibly and
salely.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If wc could have a general bill,
Mr. President, embracing the object which I shall pre-
.ent to the Senate in a few words, I would vote for it
with a great deal of pleasure; but lor the reasons already
assigned by the g»ntl«man Irom New York, [Mr. Slew-
ard,] and the gentleman from Delaware, [Mr. Uayahd ]11 cannot vote for the interest bii proposed iu tins bill,
The injustice done to the officers of the revolution was
this They were promisaj half pay during life, and after
the termination of 'he war ihe inability to pay on the pait
of the government was such that it could not comply
with these promises. Such being the ra«e, the officers 01
the revolution were compelled to accept these eommuta-
lion certificttes of live years full pay in lieu of the Iialf
pay which was promised for life Many of the officers
ilid not wish to take these certificates of five years' full
pay iu lien of the half pay promised them for life, but they
were compelled to do it or get nothing They derived
some advantage, however, iu this. Th6V had the whole
of live years' full pay in hand, and they had the intercut
upon the five years' full pay from the time they obtained
the certificates until the? were finally discharged. They
or their assignees had them.
That was a benefit to them, but hare was a k*ss which

they had to sustain. Some of these officers lived fofty,
fifty, and even sixty years, I believe, after the termination
of the war. By living that length of time alter the close
of the war, if you had allowed them their half pay it
would have amounted to Ihree, fottr, or five times as

much, according to the length of time they li ved after the
close of the war, as the commutation certificates for five
yearn' full pay amounted to. The loss which ihey eu--
tamed was in proportion to the length of their lives alter
the war, and that loss was forced upon thetn by Ihe legis¬
lation of Congress, compelling them, as it vtsre, to lake
these five years' certificates of full i>ay

lit the > tar 1833 Congress breame very sensible of that
injustice, and they gave all the officers then living their half
pay lor lite, from that period up to the tune ol their
death, tint they left the period prior to ls3v! unprovided
for, allowing no compensation Irom ihe close of the war

up to that date for the tonne* these officer* sustained.
Now, sir, all we can do, and, in my opinion, all that

we ought to do. in to provide by a general hill that those
officers who drew their commutation certificates for live
years' lull pay shall be allowed, after deducting the
amount of the certificates, their half pay for life; that
their widows shall be allowed ihe half pay of their hus¬
bands up to the time when they died, deducting the five

years' full pay If they lived sufficiently long to leave a

balance, alter (Hying these commutation certificate*, pay
that balnnce to them out ol" the treasury ; il they did not
liv» long enough.ns Was the ease in some instances,
some of them having died so shortly alter the war that
Ihe fe*» yearn' full pay up to the tune of their death
would not equal the amount of commutation.their fam¬
ilies by this early death gamed something out of the gov¬
ernment ; and of course it is not expected that any com¬

pensation should be allowed Bui where they lived long
enough for the half pay to amount lo mote than the five

Sear*' full pay, in that case it is their families' lo«s.
low, 1 am willing to vote lor any general hill which

shall allow the n half |wy for life, according to the prom¬
ise of Ihe revolutionary Cong res", deducting frotn that
hall pay for life the five years' full pay which they have
received. Il alter the deduction is made there is a bal
ance, I think il ought to be paid, and! shall vote for
paying it with the utmost cheerfulness.

:>ir, these difficulties have grown out of the poverty of
the government, and the inability on the (tart of Congress
at the commencement of the government to make pro¬
vision in all these ca-es. We have not the information
now before us that will enable us to act discreetly u|>on
that subject, and to legislate with full knowledge of the
facts In order to enable us lo do it, we should have
the whole wumber of officers, the amount of tho-c cer¬

tificates you nave granted for hv« years' full pay ; and if
we had the whole number of those certificates and the
^mounts for which they were granted, we know that it
would amount to many millions.bow many millions, I
do not know. In the absence of this knowledge you
cannot trll what effect a principle, such as would be es¬

tablished by the passage of this bill, will have upon the
many millions ol dollais for which these certificates were

granted. Perhaps the chairman of the committee who
reported this bill may be prepared lo inform us now what
the total amount of those certificates lor five years'full
pay was. i do not remember. It must have been many
millions of dollars. If, then, we are now legislating upon
the basis that there wasa depreciation of one-eighth, ac¬

cording to the gentleman's speech, we set the precedent,
if this bill passss, that one-eighth of the whole amount
of the aggregate certificates shall be paid with interest.

It is, therefore, manifest that this is a very important
subject; it is a very large subject, and we do not know
the txtent of it unless we ascertain Ihe amount for which
these certificate* were granted. In this state of things, it

seems to me, as 1 have already said, lhat a general bill
allowing hall pay for life, deducting the commutation,
will do pistice to everybody. Such a general bill, I ho[>e,
will be lrume<l and brought before Congress
Mr. WALK Kit If the Scoale will agree to vote

down the proposition of tbe senator from Delaware [Mr.
Bayasd] to strike out the interest altogether, I will then
make this proposition : There is a period iu our financial
histoiy up to which it is known that we were unable to (my
tour debts 'l his lull allows interest from 17M to 185i. I
will propose to strike out IK.Viand insert IbJi, if the Jien-

i ate will vote down the amendment of the senator from Del¬
aware We all know that prior to 1834 this country could
not pay her debts It may bu and it has been contended
that the government ought not to be bound for interest
since that period, because since thst lime the government
has been able to pay its debts. My proposition will then
make twenty years' deduction upon the interest. That I
believe ought to be considered a lair compromise between
the differences of opinion upon this subject For my own

part, il would be gratifying to iny feelings and to my sense

of |uslice to see the interest paid for the entire period ;
for in many of these cases there were no persons compe-
tent to present the case to Congress as it should be.
There were grandchildren or great grandchildren, per¬
haps, who lived in poverty and ignorance But after a

while, it seems that a lady of great amiability and intelli-

?'ence came forward and presented this case lo Congress
Congress then gave relief lo her as the child of a revo.

lulionary soldier. That revived the hopes of the remain

der of those old patriots ami of their children, and they
are unable lo see why ibis act of justice should have
been (kins lo this la«ly, and in their cases refused.
And this is another reason, il it were a fault lying at

ihe door of Congress, (I ao not think it was,) lhat there
then revived a ho|ie, lhat in all probability had long
since expired, that they were ever to get anything as an

acknowledgment ol the justice due to their ancestors, or

any discharge of the obligations which Ihe government
had a»suined. I nay this revived a ho;>e, and lliey there¬
fore caine lorward with a lew of these cases These
ca*«a have been thoroughly examined, and found lo be
truly meritorious There is no lack of record evidence
in regard lo their righla. Tnere is no lack of proof of the
actusl losses they have sustained upon th« cnrnficates in

every case ui>on which a report has been made. But in
asmuch as different views are entertained in legard to
paying the interest, I shall propose the amendment to al¬
low interest up to |K.'U, prior to which time the govern¬
ment was unable lo |>ay its debts
Mr BKODHbAU I would inquire of ihe Chair

whether the senator from Wisconsin coul not orfcr his
amendment now. and have it first considered. Has he
not a right lo perfect the bill belore ihe question is tsken
on the amendment proposed by the senator from Dela¬
ware t
The PRESIDING OFFICER The Chair i, of opin

ion thel the question must be uken upou ilie y>ro(K>»ilionof tlie senator liom I'eUware first, winch m a propositionalso to perfect the bill
Mr MCVV AHl) I suppose it is i*rfectly t*»y to move

uj amend the amendment by aidding the wuult sug<r«u-.lby the senator from Wisconsin -to siiike out words Midinsert.
The PRESIDING OKFICEK Certainly, it would lie

ill older to amend (be amendment
Mr. WALKER. Then, I make that motion.to siuke

oat " liny two" and insert " thirty-Ivto." It will then
read '. interest up lo the vear
The PRESIDING OFFICER The question then will

be upon the amendment piopoaed to the amendment.
Mr. HALE I do not want to Bay a word about that

amendment, because 1 am indifferent about it. I hale lo
go against a claun of this sort, but I think the Ssuate
ought lo deliberates little before they opeu this door If
you establish this principle, you virtually nay to all the
holders and all the heirs ml those who have ever held
these certificates, that if they will come to Congress and
prove.as f suppose it will not be difficult lo prove.the
depreciation m these certificates, you will pay Ihem just
as you have paid these heirs. Now, sir, we have not a

pretty large sum in the treasury, an I do not know that
it will not be as good a use us will be irfede of it to |>ay
it oat in this way. Indeed, I would rather spend the
money in Ibts way than in making war upon 3|>ain to get
the island of Cuba. In my opinion it would be far bet¬
ter laid out; but yet I think we had better pause a little
before we |>a*s this bill It seems to uie that a measure
that is (o pledge Congress to such a very wide field
of legislation as this will open had hardly better be car¬
ried upon a private bill.
Bui a suggestion has been made by some other senators

that it should be passed in the lorm of a general bill. It
is quite certain when you once establish such a principle'that it will go beyond the revolutionary war. 1 do not
remember, but my impression is that tbere were notes
with which the government of the United Status paid the
officers and soldiers of the last war, which were sold in
the market at a depreciation something like twenty per
cent.; and the same principle which would compel you to
make up the difference between these commutation cer¬
tificates and their actual value to officers and soldiers of
the revolutionary war, it skeins to me would make up to
the officers and soldiers of lal i the difference between
the par value of ihe treasury notes and what they actually
received. The depreciation, to be sure, was nothing at
all like what it was on these commutation certificates,
but I think I am not mistaken that in the New England
States these notes were down as low as eighty cents on a
dollar. And I do not know any difference in principle
between the two.
Now, sir, it inay be a very pleasing idea, and one that

is consolatory to the humanity of senators individually,
to think of remunerating all the sacrifices that were maue

during the revolutionary war to secure the liberty and in-
dependence of the country. But, sir, you cannot do it.
A gfpat many of the most severe and heaviest sacrifices
were not those that could be paid with money. Houses
were burned, families were driven from the peace and quiet
of hx>me, and all the operations of civilized society were,
in various sections of the country, entirely defeated and
broken up; and when yo<i ui 'eriake to go down arid
weigh, ami gauge, and measure, and compensate the
perils and sacrifices of thp.i day, you will find that it can-
not be dona. And when you have done what is proposed
by this bill, by a general measure like it, you will have
¦topped very far short of compensating even the most
meritorious i-acrifices that were made by those who en¬
dured privation* and peril* of that early contest.

But. sir, I ain not going to opiose this bill. I am not
going even to vole against it, but I simply make these
ii.vyiesiions that we in.iy understand betore we do pass
it what a door we ure opening tor applicant* to come in
upou the national treasury. With these views, aud with
this understanding, if the Semite see lit to pass the
bill, I shall be one of the last to complain.
Tne PRESIDING OFFICER The Chair is of opiuion

that the senator Irom Wisconsin can propose bis amend¬
ment now, and that (lie question can be put first upon
that proposition brtore ttie question of striking out is
taken, as moved by the senator Iro.n Delaware The
question, therefore) now in upon striking out ''fifty-two"
and inserting "thirty-two."
Mr ADAMS. It seems to me that the proposition to

amend the bill, made by the senator from Delaware,
stands in the same light as a proposition made by one
who reported the bill, and is therefore the first in order
It weins tu me that that proposition should be put first.
However, that is a mailer that 1 care but little about.

It is a very ungracious task, Mr. President, for any
senator to vole again*! a proposition either to pay rev¬

olutionary soldiers or their descendants. I can con¬
cur in some of the suggestions imde in refereuce to
the obligations resting u|>on the government in ref¬
erence to these claims. It is ulleily impossible that
compensation should be made, not to the soldiers of the
revolution, for they have passse away long since, but to
their descendants lor all the sacrifices made by their fath¬
ers and 1 do think 1 have witnessed upon this Door great
injustice to the memory of revolutionary soldiers and
their descendants for services which have become com¬
mon property.service* which were rendered by them lor
the benefit of their posterity and their country, and not
paid for in money.services for which they would have
spurned money offered to them a* compensation. Those
services have been brought up here long after they have
been called to their last account, a half acentury or more,
by their children, and grand children, and great grand¬
children, and we are asked to pay for them in money. They
fought lor liberties wbich we now enjoy ; they achieved
the inde|i«udence of the country; they have received
the countiy's gratitude, and most of them were content
with all their losses and privation*, and thought them¬
selves well |>aid. But now it seems that every one who
can trace back his parentage to a revolutionary soldier
is going and hunting up some claim or other for
the puriose of getting the money which hi* an¬

cestor would (ternaps have spurned, for aervices to
his country. It is utterly impossible that we can make
these payments. Besides, the government has paid these
debts once, and paid them with interest, as is not denied.
Did not the government act in good laith in doing what
it did ! If any of those meritorious persons lost anything
for want of ability on the part ot the government to pay
it* debts at that lime, it was their misfortune. They
never complained ol it in their day. Still, 1 am perfectly
willing to pay for all the losses they have sustained , but
to go to |iayi(ig the intrrest for three-quarters of a century
is setting a precedent which will result in the expenditure
of immense kuiiis of money, and uncertain payment, owing
to the great length of time that has elapsed, and uncertain
proof of the amount stintained by individuals It i« ad¬
mitted that those who were able held on to their certifi¬
cate", and received their money with interest. Others
lost.some more, some less ft was tneir misfortune
They sustained it during their lifetime, and I do toot
thiok it t* any injustice to their children to consider the
loss as common property. merged in the great mas* of
tie benefit* conferred apon the country resulting from
their service*. I can see no principle of justice or equity
hi i>aytng interest upon this gratuity, either down to
18.VZ or 163'i.
The question being taken on the amendment to (strike

out " hlty-two" and insert " thirty-two," resulted on a

division.ayes 17, noes 0. No quorum voting.
Mr. RRODHEAD called for the yeas and nay*, which

were ordered
Mr WaLKER. A* the bill now read* it give* in¬

terest down to ISM. It is proposed to strike out " fifty-
two" and insert " thirty-two, that being the period at
which the government became enabled to pay it* debts
aa some think the government ought not to pay intere*t
for so long a period.

Mr. CHASE My objection to *triking out what thi*
amendment proposes to strike out, is simply this: If this
is a debt due to these parties, it ought to he paid, and
paid with lull interest If it is not a debt due to tbem,
and the conutiy is not under obligation to |>ay it, it ought
not to be paid at all. That i* one rea*on for not striking
out the twenty years
Another reason is this: While we are upon tins sub¬

ject, I think we had better dispose of it altogether. For
just as certain a* we divide tne inlere*t now, the parties
interested in the twenty year* interest which it i* pro¬
posed to strike out, will come hack with the claim on
some future Congress. and they will claim the interest
lor tne additional tune, on precisely the name ground
that they make their present claim.

I he question being taken by yeas and nays on th«
motion 10 strike out "fifty-two" and insert "thirty-two,"
resulted.yeas U0, nays 10, as lollow :

YEAd.Messrs Horlsnd, Rrodhead, Csthcart, Cbsrlion,
CMike, D itge of Wisconsin, Dxtge of Iowa, Downs,
Ketch, Kish. Owin, Houston, .ionos ol Iowa, Morion,
K.u-k. Sew.rd, Smith, Wade, W.lker, and W«ller-JU
NAYS- Messrs Adam*, Aictiimn, H«d*er, Bayard, Itrsd-

bnry, llrlght, Brook'-, Hurer, Chase, I Msmissnre, Mute, Man-
gum, Norm, Hprsunca, Humiisr, and 1/niter wood.I#

So the amendment was agree.l to.
The question now recurring on ihe amendment of Mr.

8aiasd, io strike out all relating to tba pa/ of inters*!
down to Hie year 1*33.
Mr BAYARD called for the yeas and ntyi, which

were ordered
Th« question boing then taken hy yaaa and nays upon

the motion ol Mr. Ha* ahu tostnke out all that portion of
ihe bill gian'ing interest, it was not agtced to.yea* 10,
nayi1I8.a* follow
YfcAS- Mes»is Adam*, A'uhuuu, Uijriiil, Biwlbuijr,

linghi, Cliailu>i), lloiuuSMiie, Ijodge ul Iowa, Felch, Get*/,
Uuutiwi, .Iuikj ol lows, Noma, Month, Spiuaiioe, ami Uu
Ucrwc»h1.Hi
NAYti Ktmi Norland, Hiodhead, Brook#,

Calltoarl. Ciib-«, Clarke, Dodgs ol VVikoihIH, I)«Wii» Fish.
U *vin, little, Mauguiu, Muituu, kiowaid, bumuof, wx^
mid WMiiier.IB

The bill as amended wan then reported to the Semite,
and the amendments oi the committee of the whole con¬
curred ill
The question then was upon ordering the bill M

amended to be eugrossed lor ita third reading.Upon this question Mr Hayard called for the yew
and nays, and they were accordingly ordered.

I he question being then taken by yean and Mya uponordering the bill to be engrossed tor ita third reading,it watt not agreed to.yeas 10, nays '40.aa follow :

YKAS.Messrs Badger, Holland liiooka, Ctthcart,
Clarke, Dodgeol Wisconsin, Imwiij, V"i»h, Uwln, Houston,
Mangnm, Morton, Seward, Wade, Walker, and Welter
IB
NAYS.Messrs Adaint, Atchison, Hayard, Bradbury,

Bright, Chufllon, Ctia«-, Davis, Ddsaussure, Dodge of Iowa,
Pwlch, Uwyer, Hale, Hmnlin, Jouas ol 1 iwa, N orris, Smith,
Spruanoe, Sumner anil Uuderwood.20.

Subsequently Mr. HALtt mated that, having voted in
.he mnjoiily upon ihe ordering the bill to beeugroeeed for
ita thir l reading, he would now move to reconsider that
vote, which motion he would ask to have laid upon the
table for the present.
The motion to reconsider was received and laid upon

the table.
THE NKAHAUUAN MINISTER.

Mr. BROOKE ottered the following resolution:
Httulvtd, That the President be lequested, if in hit opin¬

ion iioi inconsistent with the public Interest, to commur
cate to ihe Senate the reasons which have induced tbe '

partineiil ol Statu to refute to hold lurtber official r
course Willi Seiior l)ou Jote do Marcoleta, envoy ezlr
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the republic of
ragua, near ihls government.
Mr. WELLEK- 1 prefer that this resolution

over. It may give rise to a discussion, and I
tirely satisfied with the course puraued by '

inent in this case.
The resolution, therefore, lies over, und'
MESSAOE FROM THE HOUSE OK HEPRT . ...aTIVES

A message was receive I froni the House of Repre¬
sentatives, by I'. Barry Hayes, their clerk, announcing
to the Senate that the Speaker of the House having
signed ceitain enrolled bills, he had brought the same to
the Senate tor the signature of their President.
The President pro (em. then signed a joint resolution lo

allow, in certain cases, to the owners of steamers fur'hi r

time to make the necessary preparation for bringing their
vessels within the provisions of an act entitled " An act
to provide for the better security of (tassengera onbu..l
of vessels profiled in whole or in part by steam, and lor
other purposes," approved August 30,1852. Also, an act
for the relief Margaret L. Worth; and the same were
delivered to ihe committee, to be presented to the Presi¬
dent of the United States for his approval.

BRITISH HONDURAS AND ITS DEPENDENCIES.

Mr. DOWNS. When the honorable senator from
Michigan [Mr. Cash] made his explanation in regard to
Hie papers which have been laid upon the table concern¬
ing the treaty with Great Britain in relation to Central
America, I happened to he out of the Senate for a few
moment.'*, and was therefore at that time prevented from
making the explanation which I intended to make, and
which, with (tie permission of Ihe Senate, 1 wilt now

proceed to Stale. I desire to express the very gnat aa-
tonislnnent which I felt upon reading in the Washington
Union ot this morning the document of the late Secretary
of State.Mr. Clayton.and seeing the construction
which he had placed upon that treaty. And I can aay,
with the honorable senator from Michigan, tbat I never
so understood the treaty ; and I think 1 may venture to go
further and say that no member of this Senate at toe
time that treaty was ratified so understood it

It will be recollected by you, Mr. President, and by
others who were heie at the time, that the treaty was
entered into with great care, circumspection, and caution,
and conversations parsed betwean the then Secretary of
State and members of this body in reference to it. There
wax a great object to he attained by it I recollect that,
as far as I myself was concerned, I would never bftve
a<reed to that treaty if 1 had not thought that the whole
aim and object of it was 10 get the British authority, as
far as colonization, fortification, or any other purpose was
concerned, out of Central America. The one great diffi¬
culty, and the only one with tne, was the doubt whether
the expression " Central America" was sufficient to em¬
brace Hondura.sand every other place there. It wii well
understood here by all parties that that was the object of
the term " Central America." I consulted with Other* at
that time, and tbat was the understanding to which we
came If the construction given by the late Secretary of
State be the one to be given to this treaty, then, in my
opinion, it would exhibit the strange fact of our making a

treaty for a particular object.to get clear of all title and
claim of Great Britain in a particular section of thi* con¬
tinent.and then by a construction to get rid of the whole
force of (he treaty, and render it null aud void. luat is
the effect of Mr. Clayton's construction.
Now, it seems to me that this exposition explain* the

mystery which has bothered me a great deal, and which,
1 presume, has bothered the whole country for tone time
past. True document, 1 think, removes toe veil, aad (ex¬
plains the mystery, which is this, that when we made
this treaty for the express purpose of getting clear of all
the title of Great Britain to any portion of Central Amer¬
ica, we have really been concetkng to her that title upon
which she has been acting ever since. Such has been
the appearance of things, and this mystery i never under¬
stood until now, because I have not until now learned tbat,
according t<> the construction put upoo that treaty by Mr.
Clayton, " British Honduras mnd its dependeneiee" were
not embraced under it, and therefore the whole qntftion
isopened again, and stands as it did before the treaty Was
made. The term " dependencies" is a very vague one,

al Ameiand can be extended over the whole of Central,
over any portion of it you please.and thus leaves the
question just where it was before the treaty was mad*.

I do not intend to discuss this question at leagth now.
But 1 will say it is fortunate for the country that this
treaty, as it was solemnly ratified and agreed to and ex¬
changed between the high contracting perliee, ia, as I
take for granted it is, the law of the land, and no* the
construction out upon it by the Secretary of State, gfter
it was ratified, and when it was about to b« exchanged
The treaty itself is the law of the land, an4 thai which
binds this nation, and not the constrnctiOn put upon it by
Mr Clayton in this unauthorized manner. And to show
a reaion, which might not perhaps apply to all caaas,
why this construction should have |«as weight than it
Would have under ordinary eirnimstaneee, I wOtjM ask
¦enators to look at the date of the letter addreeeed U)Mr-
Bui wer, and also the dale of the note appended Utt by
Mr Clayton, the one being July 4,1850, and the other
July 3.1S50. The Senate will then see tbat tbf wroha-
bility is rendered very great that Mr Claytoo aeUMa BPoa
his own authority and responsibility in tbia tiwfter,
without oonaultuiK with either the Pieeidaat or the
other members of his cabinet. It will be racolHKM^ that
the President was taksn sick on the 4th of JtQf, the
date of the ratification of the treaty, aad we* eick until
his death, which took place shortly aftewards At all
events, he was confingf to his bed on Ihe IVth of July,
the day upon which the note of Mr. Clayton waa written.
And 1 take it for granted that, under theae circumetances,
Mr. CUyion, without consuming either with the Presi¬
dent or tne other members of his cabinet, aad pan sealing
it from the Senate, adopted a construction whMfe be
must have known they would not have approved. As a

proof of this, 1 would ask every impartial man upon
either side of this chamber, if he believea we woale have
ratified this treaty had we known that such a construc¬
tion was to have beengiven to it ? Would any of (hem
have voted for it then under this construction I I take it
for granted that not one would have done so. I certain¬
ly would not, and I do not think the treaty would ever

lave been ratified under Auch a construction.
Mr President, 1 rose, not to discuss this subject, but

merely to give this explanation, and to express nar alter

astonlshmeut at this document, which I think wim amon-

ish the whole country when they come to see it, aa n oia

me this morning. . . . _L. , ,.

Mr DAVIS. I have not read the Iletter* o whWj the
honorable senator from Louisisns [Mr^twww]M* re¬

ferred. I have eoine impressions in regara to Ifltl ufaty,
but am not preiiared at this time to go into a llianaasion

of it, because it is necessary first to ernle«laad ewmehis-
lorical facts connected with the subjeCtbeforelWefigbt
of Grest Bntsin to what ia called the Bahze <4ft &Mt«
ciixSed umferstsndingly. But I wish to eay in thie pre¬
mature stage of the business, that it ta * WeH->tlnown
(act "> soe* aensiors as have investigated the hi«

lory nf the subvert that Great Britain, a long wwleai*e-
I cannot speak with accuracy, bnt ! think rtflarhp** as

17*0.made a treaty with Spain by which sw'
the right, the perpetual right, to cut log-woodam-anjoy


